The study presents an analysis of articles covered in four pharmacognosy journals during 2010-13 and the citations obtained by these articles during 2010-15. The study developed immediacy index and impact factor, besides identifying high cited articles published in these four journals. The findings revealed that Pharmacognosy Review has performed the best, followed by Pharmacognosy Magazine, Pharmacognosy Research and Pharmacognosy Journal.
INTRODUCTION
Pharmacy (or pharmacology) is one of the disciplines under biomedical and health sciences and it is the profession responsible for the preparation, dispensing and appropriate use of medication and which provides services to achieve optimal therapeutic outcomes. It deals with the production of pharmaceutical products, development of the methods or processes of production and quality control. In terms of R & D, it is concerned with synthesis of new drugs (what is commonly referred to as molecules), new processes, clinical testing of the effects of such drugs on animals and humans, and obtaining the required license from the drug control authorities. Pharmacology has a long legacy of research of more than 100 years. There are over 225 programs in pharmacy conducted by different universities in India. 1 A large number of journals (over 35) are published in India in pharmacology related research, some of them originated as early as 1940.
Pharmacognosy is a one of the branch of Pharmacy and contributes drugs from the natural sources, as natural products are the most consistent and successful source of drugs. In India, Ayurveda remains one of the most ancient and living traditions, practiced for the treatment of various diseases and disorders. India has many plant species, and medicinal properties have been assigned to several thousand of them. Many major institutes and research centers are currently involved in exploring this opportunity to investigate newer drugs from the ancient principles of Ayurveda.
Researchers believe in combining the strengths of Ayurveda with modern scientific techniques such as NMR, MS, and chromatographic techniques to provide new functional leads with high therapeutic value in a short span of time. But natural products research often faces many hurdles, which hinders drug development. We believe that natural products research information can potentially benefit many researchers involved in this area. We also believe that research on natural products is often delayed by a lack of necessary information about medicinal plants. Phcog.Net-A Platform for Natural Product Researchers was created to combat these problems. It makes innovative use of the best tools for information dissemination to overcome the hurdles to Natural Product Research. Phcog.Net is a private organization founded by Dr. Ahmed in the year 2004 and it is dedicated to Natural Products Research to develop promising drugs. Their main mission is to make information on herbal drug research readily available in different formats to suit the individual needs. A long term objective is to provide high quality, accurate, and necessary information to enhance herbal drug research. Phcog.Net is a private organization dedicated to Natural Products Research in order to develop promising drugs.
In the past few studies dealing with performance of journals in terms of various indices have been conducted and reported in the literature. These studies have explored the authorship pattern, institutional affiliation, average length of articles, number of contributions, number of references appended, etc. A similar study on two Indian library science journals have been published by Garg and Bebi, 2 which analysed the number of articles published by these two journals during 2010-13. To make comparative assessment of the performance of four Indian pharmacognosy journals, based on their publication and citation indices. In particular it focuses on; (i) to find the number of articles published during 2010-13 and the number of citations received by these articles during 2010-15 (June); (ii) to determine of extent of citations obtained by these journals, (iii) to identify the high cited papers and authors and (iv) to calculate the immediacy index for years from 2010-to 2013 and impact factor for the years from 2012 to 2014.
METHOD
The data for the present study consist of articles published in four Indian pharmacognosy journals, namely Pharmacognosy Journal, Pharmacognosy Magazine, Pharmacognosy Research and Pharmacognosy Reviews as indexed in Scopus international database from 2010 to 2013. Citations of the publications indexed in these four journals were obtained from 2010 till June 2015. The results were tabulated and analyzed as per the objectives of the study. 
Extent of Citations

Impact Factor
Data on the number of citations for the calculation of impact factor is shown in Table 3 . The data indicates that Pharmacognosy Review has received the highest impact (increasing from 2.423 to 3.250), followed by Pharmacognosy Magazine (decreasing from 2.055 to 1.384), Pharmacognosy Research (decreasing from 1.359 to 1.051) and Pharmacognosy Journal (increasing from 0.431 to 0.494) from 2012 to 2014 (Table 3) .
Immediacy Index
Immediacy index is a measure of how quickly articles published in a journal are cited in next 1 year after its publication year. Table 4 presents data on publications and citations registered by the four journals. It was observed that Pharmacognosy Review has received the highest immediacy index of 1.68 during 2010-13, followed by Pharmacognosy Magazine 
SUMMARY
The analysis of the data presented above indicates that average number of articles published per year was highest (105) 
CONCLUSION
The four pharmacognosy journals under consideration have made importance contribution in field of natural products and pharmacognosy. A comparison of these journals in terms of productivity and citations indices have indicated that Pharmacognosy Reviews has performed the best, followed by Pharmacognosy Magazine, Pharmacognosy Research and Pharmacognosy Journal. Since reviews are expected to get more citations, therefore Pharmacognosy Reviews has performed the best in terms of citation impact indices. But compared to international data, these journals still to achieve a lot in terms of various citation indices. These journals should make efforts to raise their quality by raising their peer review standards and attract contribution by eminent scholars in the field. 
